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The message

Act, before disease becomes 

persistent through long delays

Ovid, 43 BC to AD 17
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Yellow fever      19th Century

Beware, beware  

The Bight of Benin

For few come out

Though many go in

www.hsl.virginia.edu/.../new_strategies.cfm

http://www.hsl.virginia.edu/historical/medical_history/yellow_fever/new_strategies.cfm


20th century infection

Å 1900-1960s 
ï fevers, rashes, meningitis

ï polio, diphtheria, TB

ï gastroenteritis, children

Å 1960s-1980s
ï decline in above

ï new problems eg Lassa, HIV

ï new patients eg IV drug

misusers

ï immunocompromised hosts

cancer, chemotherapy, ITU

ï nosocomial infections



Definitions

Diseases of infectious origin whose incidence in 

humans has increased within the past two decades 

or threatens to increase in the near future

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (1994)

An infectious disease whose incidence is 

increasing following its first introduction into a 

defined host population, or an infectious disease 

whose incidence is increasing in a defined host 

population as a result of long term changes in its 

underlying epidemiology

Woolhouse & Dye (2001)


